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1. Rurality Description 

 
Territorial Identification 
Country / Region / County / Municipality / Parish:  
Italy / Sicily / Free Municipal Consortium of Agrigento / Agrigento   

 

Basic Territorial Data 
Parish: Agrigento 

Administrative structure: Comune di Agrigento 
Total area: 245,32 km² 

Settlement pattern: City and Fractions  

Total population: 55 118 

Population density: 224,68 ab./km² 

 

Geographical and Demographic Context 
Agrigento is a city on the south-western coast of Sicily and the capital of the 

Province of Agrigento. It covers approximately 244 km² and includes urban, peri-urban and 

semi-rural areas. The territory combines a historic centre, peripheral neighbourhoods and 

sparsely populated rural zones. As of 1 January 2025, ithad around 55,000 inhabitants, 

with an average density of about 225 inhabitants/km², although this varies significantly 

across the territory. The population is ageing, the average age exceeds 46, and the 

number of young adults is declining due to low birth rates and youth outmigration. 

Agrigento is relatively isolated, with weak mobility infrastructure and strong dependence on 

private cars. 

 

Natural and Heritage Resources 
Agrigento has exceptional cultural and environmental heritage. Its most important 

asset is the Valley of the Temples, a UNESCO World Heritage Site and one of the most 

significant archaeological areas in the Mediterranean. The city also has a rich historic 

centre, with churches, palaces and monasteries, and a strong literary heritage linked to 

Luigi Pirandello, Andrea Camilleri and Leonardo Sciascia. Nearby natural resources 

include Scala dei Turchi, Punta Bianca and the Torre Salsa Nature Reserve. The wider 

territory also includes olive groves, almond trees, vineyards, Mediterranean scrubland and 
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coastal areas such as San Leone and Maddalusa. Public 

squares, parish spaces, school courtyards and neighbourhood parks function as important 

everyday meeting places. 

 

Socioeconomic Indicators 
Agrigento’s economy is mainly service-based, with tourism as the most visible 

sector. However, tourism is seasonal and spatially concentrated, so its benefits are 

unevenly distributed. Agriculture remains important in surrounding peri-urban and rural 

areas, especially olive oil, almonds, citrus fruits and small family-run farming. The territory 

records high youth unemployment, high NEET rates, educational poverty and early school 

leaving, especially in peripheral areas. Population ageing is increasing pressure on welfare 

and care systems. Gender inequalities are also significant, especially regarding women’s 

access to employment, economic autonomy and leadership roles. These challenges have 

fuelled youth outmigration, although community initiatives and youth-led projects are 

starting to create alternatives. 

 

Services and Infrastructure 
Agrigento provides essential services for a wide territorial basin. It has a diversified 

school system, including nursery, primary, secondary and vocational education, as well as 

some higher education opportunities through decentralised university branches. The city 

also includes cultural and educational infrastructures such as the Municipal Library and 

community-based spaces like the Social Library of Villaseta, which plays an important role 

in inclusion and active citizenship. Healthcare services include a hospital, local health 

units, clinics and pharmacies, although access is uneven for people living in peripheral or 

rural areas. Public transport exists through buses and regional rail, but services are often 

insufficient in terms of frequency and coverage. Digital connectivity has improved, but 

digital divides remain. A strong associative and third-sector ecosystem helps support 

vulnerable groups and compensate for weaknesses in public provision. 

 

Risks and Barriers 
Agrigento faces structural vulnerabilities linked to geographical isolation, weak transport, 
limited mobility and unequal access to opportunities. Peripheral and peri-urban 
neighbourhoods are especially affected by stigma, social exclusion and low visibility in 
policy-making. Young people face major barriers due to unemployment, NEET conditions, 
educational poverty and a lack of attractive social and cultural spaces. Vulnerable groups, 
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including migrants, young people with disabilities, those 
supported by social services, and people in economic hardship, are particularly exposed. 
Gender inequality remains a persistent issue. Economically, dependence on seasonal 
tourism and limited diversification contribute to precarious work and long-term instability. 
Without coordinated and place-based strategies, these issues may intensify depopulation, 
ageing and fragmentation, despite the territory’s strong heritage, community ties and social 
innovation potential. 

 

2. Community Asset Mapping 

 

The selected community assets were prioritised due to their strong alignment with the 
objectives of the My Rural Mentor project and their high operational potential, as reflected 
in their prioritisation scores. Organisations such as Tierra Techo Trabajo, Caritas, 
Cooperativa Delfino and Gruppo Giovani Luce Nuova demonstrate solid capacity to 
support project activities through outreach, mentoring, provision of spaces, and community 
engagement. Their reliability and contribution to accessibility and safeguarding further 
reinforce their relevance. Although Beddame shows slightly lower strategic alignment, it 
remains valuable for specific experiential activities such as visits. Overall, the selection 
ensures a balanced mix of strategic fit, operational readiness, and sustainable local 
involvement. 

 

TTT - Tierra Techo Trabajo 
Type: Association 

Contact: Gaetano Di Ballo tel. 3920151238 emal: gaetano.diballo@tttagrigento.it 

Address: Piazza S. Basilio, 92100 Agrigento AG 

Google Maps: https://maps.app.goo.gl/szbswugTUgBtz8Qo7 

Working Language: ENG/ES/IT/FRA 

Availability: from monday to friday 10h – 13h & 15h - 18h 

 

Potential Function in My Rural Mentor project 
 Key actor in facilitating the mentoring process, providing spaces and supporting 
activities. Their local expertise and essential positioning as a key stakeholder working with 
youth coming from disadvantaged backgrounds will certainly help the My Rural Mentor 
mentees and mentors to find relevant activities to be connected with the community, as 
well as to kick off the Service-Learning Projects. 

 
Accessibility: Accessible to anyone 
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Prioritisation Scores 
● MRM Congruence: 3 
● Operational Synergy: 3 

● Protection and Safeguarding: 3 

● Possible Commitment: 3 

● Sustainability: 3 
Total Score: 15 

Gruppo Giovani Luce Nuova 
Type: Association 

Contact: Don Matteo 

Address: Chiesa di Maria Santissima della Catena (Villaseta, Agrigento) 

Google Maps: Link 

Working Language: Italian 

Availability: Yes 

 

Potential Function in My Rural Mentor project 
 Youth Association able to connect the community to the disadvantaged groups and 
promote sustainable and cultural inclusive environments. Key to support the youth of the 
project and the mentees. 

 
Accessibility: Accessible to anyone 

 

Prioritisation Scores 
● MRM Congruence: 3 
● Operational Synergy: 3 
● Protection and Safeguarding: 3 
● Possible Commitment: 3 
● Sustainability: 3 

Total Score: 15 

 

Caritas 
Type: NGO/ONLUS 

Contact: Valerio Landri 

Address: Centro di Ascolto Caritas Agrigento, Via Orfane, 16, 92100 Agrigento AG 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                              7                                                               

https://www.google.com/local/place/fid/0x131082128f854773:0xbe62f8a9024d8f6b/photosphere?iu=https://streetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com/v1/thumbnail?panoid%3DgdZn0VvRreDzlYfuO0nnFA%26cb_client%3Dsearch.gws-prod.gps%26yaw%3D344.4838%26pitch%3D0%26thumbfov%3D100%26w%3D0%26h%3D0&ik=CAISFmdkWm4wVnZScmVEemxZZnVPMG5uRkE%3D&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi6pPG4idyTAxXh9rsIHeIRE-YQpx96BAgbEBA


 
 

Google Maps:  37° 27' 50.4212" N 13° 22' 46.2666" E

Working Language: Italian 

Availability: Yes 

 

Potential Function in My Rural Mentor project 
● Visits 
● Publicity 

 
Accessibility: No barriers 

 

Prioritisation Scores 
● MRM Congruence: 3 
● Operational Synergy: 3 
● Protection and Safeguarding: 3 
● Possible Commitment: 3 
● Sustainability: 3 

Total Score: 15 

 

Cooperativa Delfino 
Type: Cooperative 

Contact: Simona di Salvo 

Address: Via F 11, 2, 92015 Raffadali AG 

Google Maps:  Soc Coop Sanitaria Delfino Arl

Working Language: Italian 

Availability: Yes 

 

Potential Function in My Rural Mentor project 
● Support 
● Space for meetings 
● Publicity 

 
Accessibility: No barriers 

 

Prioritisation Scores 
● MRM Congruence: 3 
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/37.617664,13.4381568/Centro+di+Ascolto+Caritas+Agrigento,+Via+Orfane,+16,+92100+Agrigento+AG/@37.4640059,13.3795185,11z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m9!4m8!1m1!4e1!1m5!1m1!1s0x1310838584824baf:0xd098338e934164f4!2m2!1d13.5763531!2d37.3114904?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDQwMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Soc+Coop+Sanitaria+Delfino+Arl/@37.3945225,13.5338856,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x131a77db144d258b:0x9adab06bb425416e!8m2!3d37.3945225!4d13.5338856!16s%2Fg%2F1hc1y7c2g?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDQwMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D


 
 

● Operational Synergy: 3 
● Protection and Safeguarding: 3 
● Possible Commitment: 3 
● Sustainability: 3 

Total Score: 15 

 

Beddame 
Type: Cooperative 

Contact: Carmela Pistone 

Address: Joppolo Giancaxio  

Google Maps: Not provided 

Working Language: Italian 

Availability: Yes 

 

Potential Function in My Rural Mentor project 
● Visits 

 
Accessibility: No barriers 

 

Prioritisation Scores 
● MRM Congruence: 2 
● Operational Synergy: 3 
● Protection and Safeguarding: 3 
● Possible Commitment: 3 
● Sustainability: 3 

Total Score: 14 
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HISTORY OF CHANGES 

VERSION PUBLICATION DATE CHANGE 

1.0 07/04/2026 First version, reviewed by all partners  
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